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Dear friends, 

  We’re sending 2 newsletters at the same time: the first to catch up on all our Fiji news, & the 

second to explain what we’ve been doing more recently.... 

 

  Towards the end of last year, we did 2 big book distributions in outer islands, to help schools 

that were severely damaged by category 5 cyclone Winston. All the photos here are from Vanua 

Balavu -- an island about one hour away by small propeller plane, (or an overnight ferry). 

 

  These book donations in the schools resulted in one interview on Fiji One TV news, plus 5 

articles in the Fiji Sun & Fiji Times newspapers. We’ll let the Fiji Times article tell the story: 

 

  COUPLE GIVE BOOKS TO CYCLONE-DAMAGED SCHOOLS 

  Peter & Susan Kingston have been operating their Pacific Outreach charitable institution    

in Fiji for the past 15 years. The couple has just returned from distributing story books to      

8 schools in Vanua Balavu in Lau whose libraries were damaged when Winston hit the   

island   8 months ago. Mr Kingston said the reactions to the contribution by the students   

and teachers were very satisfying. ‘These schools really need a lot of materials to get start- 

ed & get back to where they were before,’ Mr Kingston said. ‘These books will make them 

feel like a proper school again. A library is part of a normal school so I think the books will 

help them psychologically & educationally as they continue rebuilding their lives.’  The 

couple gave 3 boxes of books each to 6 primary schools & 5 cartons to a secondary school.   

He said they were able to identify these schools through consultation with the Education 

Ministry. These schools, he added, were in dire need of help. Meanwhile the couple has also 

visited schools on Koro. 

 

                                                         
Left: One of many, many houses destroyed by   

Cyclone Winston! Reconstruction is ongoing. 
 

 
Right: Sunday Times article; they also did 3 

follow up articles over the next month.  



 

    The logistics of going to the different 

corners of Vanua Balavu was challenging, 

but head teachers were very helpful in 

arranging boats, trucks & wheelbarrows. We 

even carried out one day’s school 

distributions in the island’s only police car! 

    Getting back to Suva was also an 

adventure as planes can only operate when 

the grass airstrip is dry…... and on the day of 

our departure, there was light rain! We went 

to the tiny airport & checked in, but were 

then notified 2 hours later that the plane had 

been cancelled & to wait for the next one in 1 

or 2 weeks!! Luckily, after lots of phone calls 

to Fiji Airways, another plane came to the 

rescue after 3 days & we made it safely back 

home to our house in Suva! 

 

   A big ‘thank you’ to John & Heather 

Mason that collected many of these books 

from Australian schools in their area.       

Also to Chris Park, along with Jan & Shane 

O’Brien, that helped get the books from 

Australia to Fiji. For more on these stories  

& some different photos, please see our 

website www.pacificoutreach.com 

 

  All our work is done on a voluntary basis   

so any donations would be very much 

appreciated; many thanks to all those that 

have helped us over the years! 

 

 

    
 Susan giving prizes to best performing 

students on our visit to their school. 

 

 
 Above: the head teacher showing what’s left 

of Mualevu Primary School library after 

Cyclone Winston.   

Above: donating books to the newly rebuilt 

primary school at Daliconi village.   

 
Above: happy students at Adi Maopa 

kindergarten show some of their new books! 

 

       Yours, Peter & Susan Kingston  

 Email: pacificoutreach@yahoo.fr   

http://www.pacificoutreach.com/
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