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NewsletterJune  Since we came back to Fiji last November, it?s been a 
hectically busy time, starting off with major renovations, 
including a new roof at our Pacific Outreach centre, 
followed by a major push to distribute our stock of 92 
boxes of library books destined for village schools in the 
islands.

  One of the main challenges was to find an island where we 
wouldn?t get marooned -- many of Fiji?s over 300 islands 
have only an unreliable monthly boat, whereas others have 
a weekly or biweekly service. The bigger ones also have 
airstrips for small propeller planes, but as many of these 
are made of grass, there?s a big risk of cancellations if there 
is heavy rain! 

  Finally, we selected Kadavu as the most suitable choice, 
having several transport options, as well as a tarmac 
runway. (In fact the 800 metre strip is the only tarmac on 
the whole island, as everywhere else is dirt roads.) Kadavu 
is Fiji?s 4th largest island with an area of 411 sq kms (159 sq 
miles), & a population of about 10,000. To complete the 
picture, it?s a mountainous, volcanic island with lots of virgin 
rain forest & beautiful beaches, but very litt le development.

  Next step was to consult with the Ministry of Education 
to get their input: we were thinking to start with schools 
that had no library books at all, but the chief education 
officer in charge of Kadavu had other ideas: he told us 
that every school had been advised to construct 
bookshelves but that not all schools had followed this 
directive. He went on to say that if we gave to schools 
without bookshelves, our books wouldn?t be treated well 
& would only have a short life. Better to give to schools 
that at least have a small, basic library!
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   Good advice. He drew up a list 
of 15 suitable schools scattered 
around the large island, further 
dividing them into 2 categories: 
those that could be reached by 
4x4 truck, & those that had no 
access road whatsoever & 
therefore could only be reached 
by speedboat?  

  With the basic plan in place, 
we next approached Goundar 
Shipping that has donated 

freight costs for 3 other island 
book donation projects in the 
past. The director was happy to 
help again, as was CDP trans-
port who helped by taking the 
55 boxes of books from our 
charity centre to the ship, while 
I took a propeller plane to the 
island to organize all the local 
transport details for when the 
boxes would arrive the next 
day, after their 8 hour journey. 

  As soon as the ship arrived, it 
was a non-stop adventure tak-
ing the books over rough ter-
rain to the schools, sometimes 
involving some additional hik-
ing through the jungle or brav-
ing rough seas in the speed-
boat! 

  Both children & teachers were 
extremely grateful for the do-
nated books & their happy 
smiles made it worth it all.
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  Altogether we gave library books to 3 secondary schools, 15 primary schools & 7 preschools, 
along with plenty of donated toothpaste, clothes & shoes. 

  After Kadavu, we still had over 30 boxes of tertiary level books left & so were pleased to find an 
appreciate college in the west of Fiji?s main island that needed them, (see above photo).

  Many thanks to Goundar Shipping, CDP transport & Canadian friend Henry Fuller for support-
ing this project & making it a success!

  Peter & Susan Kingston  pacificoutreach@gmail.com
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